Movement disorders in the tropics.
The spectrum of movement disorders in the tropics is different from that seen in the industrialized nations of the west. This is not surprising given the unique combination of environmental and population characteristics in the tropics. Infections seldom encountered in the west such as tuberculous meningitis, typhoid fever, Japanese encephalitis, malaria, trypanosomiasis or cysticercosis are often seen in the tropics and with global patterns of travel and immigration these conditions are becoming more common worldwide. Movement disorders associated with these infections, HIV, slow virus and prion disease are discussed. Taking into account the diverse etiologies of movement disorders in the tropics, movement disorders with a nutritional basis such as the infantile tremor syndrome, seasonal ataxia and tropical ataxic neuropathy, and manganese neurotoxicity are also reviewed. Finally, certain special characteristics of ubiquitous disorders such as Parkinson's disease, and disorders with a genetic basis such as Wilson's disease and spinocerebellar degeneration are described.